
 

 

Friday 5th September 2025 

A Note from the Headteacher 

Welcome back! 

A very warm welcome back to all of our students and their families as we begin our new  

academic year. The first 3 days in school have been calm and settled, owing largely to the 

extended transition during the summer term, but also due to the fact that we really are 

blessed to have a fabulous collective of students in our school. I hope your child will enjoy the year ahead 

and make progress both in their learning and in themselves. 

Our Quest, ‘Smell the Roses’ 

With a new year, we embark on our first quest, ‘Smell the Roses’. This is a seven-week humanities-

based quest, focused on the Tudors, particularly the Tudors’ influence locally. Classes will be visiting St. 

Mary’s Church, Prittlewell, experimenting with Tudor potage in home economics and creating their own 

Tudor games in art & design lessons. Texts studied across the school include different versions of Shake-

speare’s ‘Twelfth night’, at the appropriate level. The quest will end with our ‘The Only Way is Tudor 

(TOWIT) day’ at the end of the half term, where a range of Tudor games and activities will be on offer for 

students to try. It looks set to be a great quest! 

School Uniform 

Most of our students have returned looking very smart, with the correct uniform in place. We do have a 

few students who have returned with creative hair colours and very glamourous nails that do not meet 

with our uniform policy. The policy is attached to the end of this newsletter and I ask that you review this 

over the weekend, to make sure that your child is coming to school with the correct presentation. To avoid 

ambiguity, gel nails and acrylic nails are considered ‘fake nails’ and are not permitted in school. Thank 

you for your understanding and support. 

 

My very best wishes to you all. 

Mrs L. Fox, Headteacher 

https://www.visitsouthend.co.uk/event/southend-coastguard-open-day/
https://www.visitsouthend.co.uk/event/southend-coastguard-open-day/
https://www.visitsouthend.co.uk/event/southend-coastguard-open-day/


 

 

The School 

Ping app 

 

 

How we contact you: 

If we need to talk to you about your child, we may call or email you at any point before,    

during or after school hours. 

Weekly updates are sent on Fridays to all parents in the form of our newsletter, via Ping. 

Text messages are sent out regularly via Ping. 

Letters and consent forms are sent out regularly via Ping. 

Please check your school Ping app regularly to keep up to date with      

information. We will do our very best to make sure you have all the       

information you need but please do contact us if you are unsure and  

cannot find the information you need on Ping. 

 

How to contact us: 

email the school at: office@st-nicholas.southend.sch.uk    

Telephone: 01702 462322 

 

You can send emails to staff via the office email address above. 

We can receive calls from 8.15am onwards. 

The school telephones automatically switch over to voicemail at 4.30pm daily. 

 

When you call the school, the ‘phone will be answered by: 

 

 

 

 Mrs Donna Turner, Office Manager  Mrs Sharon Gillespie, Site Manager 

 

  

 

 Mr Carl Maguire, Admin Assistant  Mrs Jo Strickland, Business Administrator 

The School 

Ping app 



 

 

INSET DAYS 2025-2026 

24th October,  

23rd January, 29th June 

 

TERM DATES 2025-2026: 

Autumn half term: 27th—31st Oct 

Autumn term ends: Fri 19th Dec 

Spring term starts: Mon 5th Jan 

Spring half term: 16th—20th Feb 

Spring term ends: Fri 27th March 

Summer term starts: Mon 13th April 

Summer half term: 26th—29th May 

Summer term ends: Mon 20th July 

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

September 

8th  9:45am-12:20pm  Visit to St. Mary’s Church—Discoverer, Hunter, Pathfinder 

9th  10:15am-12:20pm  Visit to St. Mary’s Church—Pioneer and Voyager 

15th  9:45am-12:20pm  Visit to St. Mary’s Church—Adventurer, Explorer, Seeker 

17th  9:45am-10:55am  Visit to St. Mary’s Church—Researcher 

  5:30-6:30pm   KS4 Parent Information Evening 

23rd  3:45-6:00pm   Y5/T6 Open Evening 

26th  ALL DAY   Discoverer Jack Petchey Award Trip (Ninja Warrior) 

29th  10:00-11:30am  KS4 Paul Hannaford Talk—Pathfinder 

 

October 

6th-7th TBC    Anne Odeke Workshops 

7th  ALL DAY   Jack Petchey Talk the Talk Workshops 

13th  10:00am-2:00pm  Year 11 SACC Visit 

15th  9:00am-12:00pm  Kittle School Photos 

  9:30am-1:00pm  Y7+Y8 SESSSA Football Competition 

16th  ALL DAY   KS4 Visit to the Globe Theatre (Twelfth Night) 

20th  10:00am-2:00pm  Y11 Visit to Belfairs Digital 

21st  3:15-4:15pm   Quest Drop-in 

22nd  9:30am-1:00pm  Girls SESSSA Football Competition 

  10:00am-12:00pm  St Nick’s Hosting the Greater Essex Careers Hub Conference 

 

DATES IN RED ARE ADDITIONS OR EDITS SINCE LAST WEEK’S NEWSLETTER 

KS3 HOME ECONOMICS COSTS 

As part of our school’s curriculum, we 

offer home economics to all students in 

KS3 (years 7, 8 & 9). This requires a 

small fee from parents for ingredients.  

Students are able to bring home their 

food, if a contribution is received. 

The cost is £10 per term. 

This can be paid for using our online payments system.  

Please contact the school office if you need help in getting 

set up on this system. 

Thank you for your contributions. 



 

 

SCHOOL MEALS 

Monday 8th September will be week 2 of the menu. 

*Extras - Lettuce, Cucumber, Tomatoes, Peppers or Savoury Snack      

FRESH FRUIT, YOGURTS AND WHOLEMEAL BREAD ARE AVAILABLE DAILY.  

MOST DISHES ARE MADE DAILY AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 



 

 

A practical guide offering 10 proven techniques to help children and young people recognise, under-

stand and manage stress – teaching them build resilience and maintain emotional wellbeing. 



 

 

This guide offers advice on how to establish suitable, effective  

rules around the use of digital devices in your household. 



 

 

School Uniform Guidance   
(Updated for September 2025) 
 

Uniform 

Trousers/Skirts or Shorts: Plain Black not tight fitting  

leggings can only be worn under a skirt 

skirts and shorts must reach the knee 

Shirt: Black, plain or badged Polo Shirt (no t-shirts) 

Sweatshirt: Black, plain or badged.  Hoodies are not permitted unless used as an additional layer, like a coat, and 

must be removed in school. 

Blazer (optional): Black, plain or badged 

Fleece (optional): Black, plain or badged 

Shoes: Flat black shoes or trainers without coloured markings. No other footwear is permitted. 

Socks: Plain white, grey or black 

 

PE Kit 

Shirt: White, plain or badged Polo Shirt. 

Shorts: Black  

Tracksuit: Black  

Shoes: Non-marking trainers (white sole) 

 

Swimming  

Black Swimming Costume/Shorts 

Towel 

*Swimming hats are provided 

 

 

All our uniform can be obtained from Crawler’s School Uniforms, Hamstel Road with our logo printed on the front. 

Crawler’s School Uniforms 

361 Hamstel Road 

Southend-on-Sea 

Essex 

SS2 4LE 

 

01702 601274 

 

 



 

 

Jewellery, Hair and Make-up 

As a school we do have rules about jewellery make-up and hair. Allowances can be made on cultural or religious 

grounds to the following: 

Jewellery 

No jewellery of any kind should be worn except for: 

a watch 

1 pair of plain gold or silver studs in the lobe of the ear 

No facial or other piercings allowed. 

All jewellery is required to be removed for PE and swimming and cannot be taped over. New ear piercings 

should be timed for the start of the summer holidays to allow time to heal. 

Hair 

Bright, non-natural colours should be avoided. 

Extreme hairstyles are not permitted. 

Make-up 

Make-up should be kept to a minimum e.g. no heavy eye make-up, lipstick or nail varnish. 

False eyelashes and nails are not permitted. 

Additional items  

We do not encourage students to bring in items from home.  The school cannot accept responsibility for items 

lost, damaged or even stolen.  Items, such as the ones listed below, can create unnecessary social conflict 

amongst students:   

Animal tails 

Any toy – from soft toys to figures etc. 

Collectors cards 

Sunglasses 

iPad 

Dress Down Friday 

It is a privilege, not a right, for students to attend school on Fridays in non-uniform. Please see the guides below: 

Items that are not permitted: 

Crop tops and short t-shirts that reveal the student’s bare skin around the stomach  

Very tight clothing such as gym wear  

Animal tails attached to clothing 

Pyjamas and nightwear 

Backless, open-toe shoes 

Thin strapped tops/t-shirts 

 

Please note: 

Any language and images on clothing must be appropriate for 11year olds 

All footwear should be flat 

Failure to dress appropriately could result in the removal of the ‘Dress Down Friday’ privilege. 

 

Exceptions 

 

Due to a student’s individual needs, there may be times when exceptions need to be made to our uniform policy.  

This will be done in conjunction with the Headteacher/SMT and the parents/carers. 


