
 

 

Friday 17th October 2025 

A Note from the Headteacher 

Quest Drop-In—Tuesday 21st October 

We have our first quest drop in of the year on Tuesday 21st October from 3.15pm—4pm. No 

appointments are needed; you can pop in at any point during the allocated time. Refreshments 

are available, free of charge. 

For any families new to us, you may be asking, ‘what is a quest drop-in?’ These drop-ins take place 3 

times a year in your child’s classroom and are a fantastic way of checking in on your child’s progress and 

achievements over the course of the most recent quest(s). The children’s individual student assessment 

records (ISARs) are available for you to discuss as part of this drop-in, as they form the basis for all the 

work covered in class. Each ISAR also includes targets from your child’s EHCP, as part of our ongoing 

work to support our students to achieve the outcomes in their plan. Work covered in specialist subjects is 

also available to see and all members of the teaching team are available to speak with you. 

As a special addition to the quest drop-in this term, Mr Williams is offering online safety support to           

parents and carers. Mr Williams will be available in Turing (computing suite) during the quest drop-in, if 

you need any advice or guidance on supporting your child online. On page 10 of this newsletter, you will 

find Mr Williams’ flyer with more information. Mr Williams is always keen to tailor the support offered 

based on what parents/carers would like help with the most. To support future sessions, he has created a 

short survey for you to complete which can be accessed here. Mr Williams will use this survey to put to-

gether some workshops for parents/carers on things you might need help with, e.g. setting parental con-

trols. If you cannot attend this Tuesday and would like to complete the survey, then please do so via the 

link or QR code on his flyer on page 8. Thank you. 

End of One Quest, Beginning of Another... 

Our current quest, ‘Smell The Roses’, will be coming to a close with our very own TOWIT day (The Only 

Way is Tudor) on Thursday 23rd October. A reminder of the menu for our Tudor themed feast is on page 

5 of this newsletter and tips on how to put together a Tudor costume (this is optional on the day) can be 

found again on page 6. With many activities to look forward to like archery, quoit tossing and jousting, this 

should be a fabulous way to end our current quest. 

Our new quest, ‘Count Me In,’ begins after half term. This quest has an equality and diversity focus as we 

study citizenship in the UK. We will consider equality in law by looking at the history of voting and how 

this has changed over time to make sure all groups are represented. Our own School Council elections 

will be taking place so that everyone has a go at casting a vote for their representative. In English,       

students will be practising their speaking and listening skills by learning how to present a case in a ‘hot 

topic’ debate. In maths, students will be building on their number skills with fractions, decimals and         

percentages, as well as using voting data in graphs and charts. It looks set to be a great quest. 

Wishing you all a great weekend, 

Mrs L. Fox, Headteacher. 

A reminder: 

School will be closed Friday October 24th for staff INSET. 

Students return to school on Monday 3rd November. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=1NdXmUkzi0y-2tCNkYGzbnW7iBucsXtBnludU22itDFUOVU3RUY0Nkk0U0VCUUZMUEpERTM3WFpDWi4u
https://www.visitsouthend.co.uk/event/southend-coastguard-open-day/


 

 

Year 7 & 8 SESSSA Football Competition 

(15th October 2025 — Explorer Class Report) 

“I had a great day! I scored 2 goals with the help of Marley. I also  

tackled the other team a lot! — Violet 

  
“I enjoyed playing against new people. I helped Violet score goals.” 

— Marley 

 
“The best part was playing with my team. I loved winning one match!”  

— Harvey 

My Visit to Priory Park 

We learnt about road safety and the history about the Tudors. My           

favourite part was the fig tree. 

- Jaidan in Seeker 

How to contact us: 

email the school at: office@st-nicholas.southend.sch.uk    

Telephone: 01702 462322 

When you call the school, the ‘phone will be answered by: 

 

 

 

 Mrs Donna Turner, Office Manager  Mrs Sharon Gillespie, Site Manager 

 

  

 

 Mr Carl Maguire, Admin Assistant  Mrs Jo Strickland, Business Administrator 



 

 

INSET DAYS 2025-2026 

24th October,  

23rd January, 29th June 

 
TERM DATES 2025-2026: 

Autumn half term: 27th—31st Oct 

Autumn term ends: Fri 19th Dec 

Spring term starts: Mon 5th Jan 

Spring half term: 16th—20th Feb 

Spring term ends: Fri 27th March 

Summer term starts: Mon 13th April 

Summer half term: 26th—29th May 

Summer term ends: Mon 20th July 

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

October 

20th  11:00am-2:00pm  Latimer League Football (Y8-10) at Endeavour School 

21st  2:00-3:00pm   Explorer Class Trip to Look at Tudor Classes 

  3:15-4:15pm   Quest Drop-in 

22nd  9:30am-1:00pm  Girls SESSSA Football Competition 

  10:00am-12:00pm  St Nick’s Hosting the Greater Essex Careers Hub Conference 

  2:15-3:00pm   End of Half Term Awards Assembly 

  3:30-5:00pm   Halloween Disco 

23rd  ALL DAY   TOWIT Day 

 

November 

3rd  ALL DAY   Students Return to School 

  11:15am-1:15pm  DofE Walk in Hockley Woods (Researcher Y9s) 

5th  9:30am-1:00pm  Y9-10 Football Competition 

6th  ALL DAY   Year 11 GCSE Art Students Trip to Tate Modern 

10th  11:15am-1:15pm  DofE Litter Picking (Researcher Y9s) 

11th  3:30-7:30pm   KS3 Parents Evening 

12th  9:30am-1:30pm  KS4 USP Familiarisation Visit 

13th  3:30-7:30pm   KS4 Parents’ Evenings 

14th  8:00am-4:00pm  Discoverer Jack Petchey Go Ape (New Date) 

17th  11:15am-1:15pm  DofE Walk in Hockley Woods (Researcher Y9s) 

DATES IN RED ARE ADDITIONS OR EDITS SINCE LAST WEEK’S NEWSLETTER 

 

 

KS3 HOME ECONOMICS COSTS 

As part of our school’s curriculum, we 

offer home economics to all students in 

KS3 (years 7, 8 & 9). This requires a 

small fee from parents for ingredients.  

Students are able to bring home their 

food, if a contribution is received. 

The cost is £10 per term. 

This can be paid for using our online payments system.  

Please contact the school office if you need help in getting 

set up on this system. 

Thank you for your contributions. 



 

 

SCHOOL MEALS 

Monday 20th October will be week 2 of the menu. 

Thursday’s normal offer will instead be a Tudor feast (see page 5). 

*Extras - Lettuce, Cucumber, Tomatoes, Peppers or Savoury Snack      

FRESH FRUIT, YOGURTS AND WHOLEMEAL BREAD ARE AVAILABLE DAILY.  

MOST DISHES ARE MADE DAILY AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 



 

 



 

 

Tudor Costume Ideas 



 

 

Memes may seem like harmless fun, but they can carry hidden risks. This guide explores how meme culture 

affects young people - from misinformation to inappropriate content and digital footprints. 



 

 

This guide offers advice on how to establish suitable, effective  

rules around the use of digital devices in your household. 



 

 

St Nick’s 

HALLOWEEN 
DISCO 

Students may stay after school 

But will need to be collected 

£5 TICKET ENTRY TO BE PAID PREVIOUSLY VIA 

SCHOOL GATEWAY APP 

WHICH INCLUDES A GOODY BAG 

(MONEY NOT NEEDED ON THE DAY) 

22nd October 

3:30 - 5:00pm 

NO SCARY MASKS OR 

SCARY COSTUMES, PLEASE 



 

 

On mobile? Click here 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=1NdXmUkzi0y-2tCNkYGzbnW7iBucsXtBnludU22itDFUOVU3RUY0Nkk0U0VCUUZMUEpERTM3WFpDWi4u


 

 

On mobile? Sign up here. 

https://pe-extra.classforkids.io/

