
 

 

Friday 14th November 2025 

A Note from the Headteacher 

Secret Student 

You may have heard your child talking about something called ‘secret student’ in 

school. This may have left you wondering what it is all about. Here is a quick sum-

mary: 

Secret Student takes place on Friday afternoons in my office. One child is chosen 

at random from each year group and they are invited to join me for a hot chocolate and a sweet 

treat whilst we talk through their learning in our current quest. This is a great opportunity for me 

to find out how the students feel about their learning and to see what progress they are making 

individually. We review their targets, discuss their best lesson from the week and talk about dif-

ferent aspects of school life. It is always the highlight of my week. Why not ask your child if they 

have been a secret student lately and see how they respond? 

 

Wishing you all a great weekend. 

Mrs L. Fox, Headteacher. 

How to contact us: 

email the school at: office@st-nicholas.southend.sch.uk    

Telephone: 01702 462322 

When you call the school, the ‘phone will be answered by: 

Mrs Donna Turner, Office Manager  Mrs Sharon Gillespie, Site Manager 

Mr Carl Maguire, Administration Assistant  Mrs Jo Strickland, Business Administrator 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL STUDENTS IN YEARS 10 AND 11 

Next Thursday 20th November, we will be hosting our annual ‘post-16’ evening for KS4 students 

to meet with the different colleges and providers in the school hall. It is always worth a visit as 

the evening is attended by services such as Essex travel trainers and Friends and Places, as 

well as the different provisions. 

Come along between 5pm and 7pm to explore options for your child. 

DIARY REMINDER 



 

 

INSET DAYS 2025-2026 

23rd January, 29th June 

 
TERM DATES 2025-2026: 

Autumn term ends: Fri 19th Dec 

Spring term starts: Mon 5th Jan 

Spring half term: 16th—20th Feb 

Spring term ends: Fri 27th March 

Summer term starts: Mon 13th April 

Summer half term: 26th—29th May 

Summer term ends: Mon 20th July 

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

November 

17th  11:15am-1:15pm  DofE Walk in Hockley Woods (Researcher Y9s) 

19th  9:30am-2:00pm  Latimer League Football (Y8-10) at Marketfield School 

20th  5:00-7:00pm   Post-16 Evening 

24th  11:30am-12:30pm  Safe Steps Workshop with Jayne Millen (Pioneer/Discoverer) 

25th  2:00-3:00pm   Seeker Visit to Co-op 

26th  ALL DAY   The Nutcracker Ballet 

28th  10:00am-1:15pm  Adventurer Visit to Waitrose 

 

December 

2nd  9:00am-3:45pm  President’s Sporting Lunch for relevant children 

3rd  2:00-4:00pm   Parent Forum Christmas Fayre 

5th  9:30am-1:00pm  SESSSA Swimming Gala 

9th  2:00-3:00pm   Seeker Visit to Co-op 

12th  ALL DAY   KS4 Pop-up Restaurant 

16th  ALL DAY   St Nick’s Got Talent 

17th  12:00-2:00pm  Christmas Lunch 

19th  9:45-11:00am  End of Term Awards Assembly  

 

January 

5th  ALL DAY   Students Return to School 

20th  9:30am-2:00pm  SESSSA Boccia Competition 

26th-30th     Functional Skills Level 1 & 2 Exam Week 

 

DATES IN RED ARE ADDITIONS OR EDITS SINCE LAST WEEK’S NEWSLETTER 

 

 

KS3 HOME ECONOMICS COSTS 

As part of our school’s curriculum, we 

offer home economics to all students in 

KS3 (years 7, 8 & 9). This requires a 

small fee from parents for ingredients.  

Students are able to bring home their 

food, if a contribution is received. 

The cost is £10 per term. 

This can be paid for using our online payments system.  

Please contact the school office if you need help in getting 

set up on this system. 

Thank you for your contributions. 



 

 

SCHOOL MEALS 

Monday 20th November will be week 2 of the menu. 

*Extras - Lettuce, Cucumber, Tomatoes, Peppers or Savoury Snack      

FRESH FRUIT, YOGURTS AND WHOLEMEAL BREAD ARE AVAILABLE DAILY.  

MOST DISHES ARE MADE DAILY AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 



 

 

This online safety guide explores AI-generated videos, and the dangers they pose to young people,         

including deepfakes, misinformation, and manipulation.  



 

 

This guide offers advice on how to establish suitable, effective  

rules around the use of digital devices in your household. 



 

 

3rd December from 2-4pm* 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

• Homemade crafts for sale. 

• Between 20p-£2 per item 

(Christmas wreaths for £5). 

• Toy Tombola. 

• Raffle held on the day. 

• Christmas quiz. 

• ‘Guess the name of the teddy.’ 

• Fun games. 

• Seasonal refreshments. 

Organised by our Parent Forum 

*Students will be able to go to the Fayre from 

2pm so please send them in with some money to 

spend. Parents can attend from 2.30pm.  


