
 

 

Friday 21st November 2025 

A Note from the Headteacher 

School Council Elections 

Over the next few weeks, voting for St. Nicholas School Council class representatives will 

take place in the school hall. This links perfectly to our current quest, ’Count Me In’. To 

make the experience as close to a real polling station as possible, students will tell the 

poll clerks (Mr Foxall or Mrs Young) their name and class; they will then be checked on 

the electoral roll (class list) and given the appropriate ballot paper. Students take their ballot paper to the 

voting booth and can vote by placing an X next to the one name. They can then fold their ballot and post 

it into the ballot box. The successful candidates will be announced by the Returning Officer (me!) in a live 

Teams broadcast to the school. Good luck to all the representatives! 

School Toy Policy 

Due to the needs of some of our students, we understand that bringing in a comfort toy from home may 

support them to access the school day. As part of our uniform policy, this is allowed and we are happy for 

students to do this. The comfort toy should be of a sensible size. 

Recently, however, we have had more and more students bringing in more than one toy, bringing in a 

large toy or bringing in a toy that is for playing with, rather than for comfort. In some classes, the issue 

has grown to the point that desks are cluttered and toys have become a huge distraction to learning.  

When many of our students struggle to maintain focus anyway due to their individual needs, the toys are 

causing further challenges which impede positive learning behaviours. 

Staff have been speaking with the children in school about toys this week and reminding them of our 

rules. Please can you have a similar conversation with them at home, so that on Monday, everyone is 

following the guidance and we can all support the students to focus on their learning in class. Thank you. 

Christmas Lunch Day 

Our Christmas Lunch will be on Wednesday 17th December. Please see the letter on school Ping for 

more information and confirm via the form whether your child will be having a Christmas lunch (£2.60 via 

School Gateway) or bringing a packed lunch. Meal choices will be taken in class. 

Wishing you all a great weekend. 

Mrs L. Fox, Headteacher. 

How to contact us: 

email the school at: office@st-nicholas.southend.sch.uk    

Telephone: 01702 462322 



 

 

INSET DAYS 2025-2026 

23rd January, 29th June 

 
TERM DATES 2025-2026: 

Autumn term ends: Fri 19th Dec 

Spring term starts: Mon 5th Jan 

Spring half term: 16th—20th Feb 

Spring term ends: Fri 27th March 

Summer term starts: Mon 13th April 

Summer half term: 26th—29th May 

Summer term ends: Mon 20th July 

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

November 

24th  10:00am-2:30pm  Hunter Trip to the Sealife Centre 

  11:30am-12:30pm  Safe Steps Workshop with Jayne Millen (Pioneer/Discoverer) 

25th  2:00-3:00pm   Seeker Visit to Co-op 

26th  ALL DAY   The Nutcracker Ballet 

28th  10:00am-1:15pm  Adventurer Visit to Waitrose 

 

December 

2nd  9:00am-3:45pm  President’s Sporting Lunch for relevant children 

3rd  2:00-4:00pm   Parent Forum Christmas Fayre 

5th  9:30am-1:00pm  SESSSA Swimming Gala 

  2:00-3:00pm   Year 8&9 Debate 

8th  10:00am-1:00pm  Discoverer Jack Petchey Trip to Megazone 

9th  2:00-3:00pm   Seeker Visit to Co-op 

12th  ALL DAY   KS4 Pop-up Restaurant 

15th  11:30am-1:30pm  Christmas Party at St Thomas More (Students TBC) 

16th  ALL DAY   St Nick’s Got Talent 

17th  12:00-2:00pm  Christmas Lunch 

19th  9:45-11:00am  End of Term Awards Assembly  

 

January 

5th  ALL DAY   Students Return to School 

20th  9:30am-2:00pm  SESSSA Boccia Competition 

26th-30th     Functional Skills Level 1 & 2 Exam Week 

 

DATES IN RED ARE ADDITIONS OR EDITS SINCE LAST WEEK’S NEWSLETTER 

 

 

KS3 HOME ECONOMICS COSTS 

As part of our school’s curriculum, we 

offer home economics to all students in 

KS3 (years 7, 8 & 9). This requires a 

small fee from parents for ingredients.  

Students are able to bring home their 

food, if a contribution is received. 

The cost is £10 per term. 

This can be paid for using our online payments system.  

Please contact the school office if you need help in getting 

set up on this system. 

Thank you for your contributions. 



 

 

SCHOOL MEALS 

Monday 24th November will be week 3 of the menu. 

*Extras - Lettuce, Cucumber, Tomatoes, Peppers or Savoury Snack      

FRESH FRUIT, YOGURTS AND WHOLEMEAL BREAD ARE AVAILABLE DAILY.  

MOST DISHES ARE MADE DAILY AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 



 

 

This guide explores how Bluetooth trackers like AirTags and SmartTags can be misused for stalking, bully-

ing and invading young people’s privacy. 



 

 

This guide offers advice on how to establish suitable, effective  

rules around the use of digital devices in your household. 



 

 

3rd December from 2-4pm* 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

• Homemade crafts for sale. 

• Between 20p-£2 per item 

(Christmas wreaths for £5). 

• Toy Tombola. 

• Raffle held on the day. 

• Christmas quiz. 

• ‘Guess the name of the teddy.’ 

• Fun games. 

• Seasonal refreshments. 

Organised by our Parent Forum 

*Students will be able to go to the Fayre from 

2pm so please send them in with some money to 

spend. Parents can attend from 2.30pm.  


