
 

 

Friday 9th January 2026 

A Note from the Headteacher 

Welcome back one and all to the new school term and a very happy new year to all of 

our families within the St. Nicholas school community. I hope you had an enjoyable     

festive break and didn’t find the first day back alarm too upsetting! 

After School Clubs 

As we have staff wellbeing week from 19th-23rd January, clubs will not begin until the 

week of 26th January and will finish the week of 23rd March. Information on club availability will be sent 

out shortly via School Ping as we are currently collating the offer. 

Our Relationships and Sex Education curriculum 

A reminder that every Friday afternoon this term, we will be covering the Relationships and Sex            

Education element of our PSHCE curriculum, in all classes in school. For information on what we cover, 

please look at our RSE curriculum documents on our website, which can be found by clicking here. If you 

have any further questions, then please contact your child’s class teacher. 

Lateness 

I know that the cold, dark mornings make getting out of bed so much harder and this can lead to students 

being late to school. This term, we have seen an increase in the number of students arriving between 

9am and 9.30am. If this applies to you, then I ask that you make a new plan from next week that will 

mean your child arrives punctually to school. The first half hour of the day sets the tone for the rest of the 

day ahead and is just as important as any other half hour in the day. Although formal lessons do not 

begin until 9.30am, there is much that takes place during the first slot of the day that we see as value 

added experiences for our students that we really do not want them to miss. This includes phonics inter-

vention groups, assemblies, Friendship Ambassador meetings, promotion of positive social interaction 

time and life skills work with breakfast preparation and clearing away. Students need to be entering the 

school building by 9am to fully access these opportunities, so please support your child to be here on 

time every day from next week, if you have been struggling this week. 

Snow Days 

Thankfully, unlike the rest of the country, we have not been faced with such adverse weather conditions 

that we have had to close the school. Should we have to close at any point in the coming weeks, then we 

will contact you at the earliest opportunity via the School Ping messaging system. If you have changed 

your number or contact information recently, then please let us know immediately, so we can make sure 

everyone is informed of potential closures due to snow. On such days, we will be in contact with the 

school transport providers as it may be that they are unable to collect your child if the road conditions are 

unsafe. The decision to close is always a difficult one but I will endeavour to make an informed decision 

based on all available risk assessment information. 

Wishing you all a warm weekend,   

Mrs L. Fox, Headteacher. 

How to contact us: 

email the school at: office@st-nicholas.southend.sch.uk   Telephone: 01702 462322 

https://www.stnicholas-school.co.uk/our-cirriculum/relationships-and-sex-education/


 

 

 

INSET DAYS 2025-2026 

23rd January, 23rd February, 29th June 

 

 
TERM DATES 2025-2026: 

Spring half term: 16th—20th Feb 

Spring term ends: Fri 27th March 

Summer term starts: Mon 13th April 

Summer half term: 26th—29th May 

Summer term ends: Mon 20th July 

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

January 

15th  9:30am-12:15pm  CEOP Workshops w/ Nikki Brewster (Postponed) 

19th-23rd     Staff Well-being Week 

20th  9:30am-2:00pm  SESSSA Boccia Competition 

21st  ALL DAY   Governor Visit Day 

22nd  9:30am-12:15pm  CEOP Workshops w/ Nikki Brewster (Postponed) 

23rd  ALL DAY   INSET Day—School Closed for Students 

26th-30th     Functional Skills Level 1 & 2 Exam Week 

29th  9:30am-12:15pm  CEOP Workshops w/ Nikki Brewster (Postponed) 

 

February 

2nd-6th     Entry Level Functional Skills Assessments 

6th  10:30am-12:00pm  MP Bayo Alaba Visiting School 

9th-13th     Entry Level Functional Skills Assessments 

13th  2:15-3:00pm   End of Half-Term Awards Assembly 

23rd  ALL DAY   INSET Day—School Closed for Students 

24th-27th     Entry Level Functional Skills Speech & Language Assessments 

 

March 

16th-20th     Y11 Work Experience week 1 

17th  3:30-7:00pm   KS3 Parents Evening 

19th  3:30-7:00pm   KS4 Parents Evening 

23rd-27th     Y11 Work Experience week 2 

 

DATES IN RED ARE ADDITIONS OR EDITS SINCE LAST WEEK’S NEWSLETTER 

 

 

KS3 HOME ECONOMICS COSTS 

As part of our school’s curriculum, we 

offer home economics to all students in 

KS3 (years 7, 8 & 9). This requires a 

small fee from parents for ingredients.  

Students are able to bring home their 

food, if a contribution is received. 

The cost is £10 per term. 

This can be paid for using our online payments system.  

Please contact the school office if you need help in getting 

set up on this system. 

Thank you for your contributions. 



 

 

SCHOOL MEALS 

Monday 12th January will be week 2 of the menu. 

*Extras - Lettuce, Cucumber, Tomatoes, Peppers or Savoury Snack      

FRESH FRUIT, YOGURTS AND WHOLEMEAL BREAD ARE AVAILABLE DAILY.  

MOST DISHES ARE MADE DAILY AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 



 

 

Ten practical and evidence-informed online safety tips to help adults guide children to-

ward healthier and more informed digital habits.  



 

 

This guide offers advice on how to establish suitable, effective  

rules around the use of digital devices in your household. 


